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What our school is doing
McKinnon Primary School
McKinnon Primary School is recognised for high academic standards and outstanding achievements for its students in an
inclusive environment. We develop students to become life-long learners, ensuring they develop with academic, physical,
st
creative, social and emotional skills in order for them to become responsible citizens of the 21 century. Our aim is for students
to develop the intrinsic motivation and determination to achieve their personal best, now and in their adult life.
McKinnon is an International Baccalaureate (IB) School World School with full authorisation, and implements the Primary Years
Programme (PYP) from Foundation to Year 6. In 2012 McKinnon also received Candidate Status within the Council of
International Schools and is aiming to receive full authorisation in 2013, further adding value to our international mindedness.
With the introduction of Engage With Asia - 2012 program,, students were introduced to Mandarin specific lessons in both Prep
and Year 1 on a weekly basis. Due to interest an after-school-hours program was also introduced. A further development has
been initiated for teaching Mandarin in 2013. Special whole school activity days were held to celebrate and further develop our
understanding of China. Asian Literacy has been embedded into our curriculum to meet the National standards, along with
Sustainability and Aboriginal Studies.
McKinnon Primary School offers its 780 students a caring, safe and stimulating environment which engages and motivates
student learning. The staff consists of 55 equivalent full-time staff: 3 Principal class, 43 teachers and 9 education support staff.
The school community is culturally diverse with a high percentage of families with a Language Background Other Than English.
There is a sense of community. Parents are actively involved in all aspects of school life, whether it be School Council, Parents'
Club, classroom helpers, fundraising and social activities. A learning partnership is established between the teacher, parent and
student, where student-led conferences are conducted twice a year to establish future learning goals.

Student Learning
McKinnon Primary School has excellent
achievements in student learning with
students achieving outcomes well above
the state median. The school gained
higher achievements scores than other
schools when taking into account their
students' backgrounds.
McKinnon Primary School establishes a
positive learning environment to
encourage the development of cooperative learning, self motivation, risk
taking, thinking strategies, decision
making and problem solving skills.
Our approach is to develop the “whole”
child through innovative and engaging
programs. Learning Technology is
promoted in all classrooms, with
interactive whiteboards in every
classroom. Emphasis is placed on
Literacy and Numeracy. The
importance of all students learning to
read and write is paramount and the
Early Literacy framework has been
extended to cover all levels in the school,
utilizing both explicit teaching and
cooperative group activities.
Our whole-school summative and
formative assessment program to
monitor each student's progress enables
us to plan differentiated curriculum,
which will be continued in 2013.
The school will continue to invest in the
development of staff professional
learning in order to best meet the
different learning styles and capacities of
our students.

Student Engagement
and Wellbeing

Student Pathways
and Transitions

McKinnon Primary School provides the
best possible education for every student
in an exciting, challenging and rewarding
environment where safety and care is
paramount.

McKinnon Primary School has an
excellent program in place to support the
transition of students entering and exiting
the school, in addition to the transition of
students between year levels.

At McKinnon Primary School, the social
environment is based on students
developing and demonstrating all the
attributes of the IB Learner Profile, as
well as the IB PYP Attitudes.

McKinnon values the support of our local
kindergarten and child care centres and
strives to maintain a sense of cooperation and partnership with them.

Programs to enhance student voice,
student engagement and well-being
across the school include the following
programs: -Bluearth, Rock & Water, Year
6 Leadership and Buddies. Our
Celebration of Learning assemblies and
Student of the Week awards reinforce
our student development goals of
appreciation, commitment, confidence,
cooperation, creativity, curiosity,
empathy, enthusiasm independence,
integrity, respect and tolerance. These
programs also support all students in
developing self- esteem, confidence,
resilience and wellbeing.
Our student well-being management
program ensures that all children are
treated equally and fairly, and, that
bullying and intolerance are not
accepted.
McKinnon provides a stimulating, safe
and nurturing environment . Our
attendance data and Attitudes to School
Survey will be further improved through
the involvement of Year 6 students in the
Rock & Water program.

Our extensive transition program
provides sessions for pre-school children
and their parents to heighten both
awareness and familiarity with the
school. Children are involved in activities
to assist them in feeling part of the “big”
school. An information evening is held for
parents where all their questions are
answered. McKinnon aims to assist all
families to feel relaxed, confident and
prepared for primary school life at
McKinnon Primary.
McKinnon provides a transition program
for all students Prep to 6. Throughout
Term 4 the whole school goes into
transition mode. Each week the students
rotate between the teachers in their level,
enabling them to meet all the teachers
and go into the various rooms that will be
in their area the following year.
Year 6 students’ self-esteem and
confidence are supported through our
leadership program, graduation activities
and strong links with our feeder
secondary schools.

For more detailed information regarding our school please visit our website at
mckinnon-primary.vic.edu.au
or view our 2012 Annual Report online at http://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/SReg

